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WEDDING GUIDELINES
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The following information is provided to assist you in planning your wedding at Calvary United Church, or in other suitable surroundings under the auspices of Calvary United Church.  We want your wedding day and also your continuing marriage relationship to be filled with love and joy and meaning, so we will make every effort to support and assist you in your preparations.

The Christian Church is involved in weddings because we believe that the commitment of marriage and the love and trust learned in the family relationship are of critical importance in our development as mature individuals.  Furthermore, it is through our self-giving love and commitment to one another that we appreciate the depths of God’s love and care for us revealed through Jesus Christ.

It should be remembered that the Marriage Service is an act of Christian Worship.  Everything about it therefore, words, music, symbols, etc., should be consistent with a service of worship.  It will be the responsibility of the Minister in conjunction with the Elders to ensure that all details related to the wedding conform to our Church’s practices.

Whatever the details or arrangements to be made, we want every bride and groom to remember that at the heart of Christian marriage lays a life-long commitment and promises made in the presence of God and the Christian understanding of love.

The information contained in this booklet is provided for the general guidance of those wishing to be married in Calvary United Church. The Minister and others on the church staff are anxious to help in any way they can to make your marriage a meaningful and significant Christian celebration.  Please feel free to discuss any matters that relate to your marriage and/or details of its arrangement.  We want it to be an event enjoyed by all who participate.

Christian Marriage:

Our understanding of marriage is based on a few key biblical passages, particularly Genesis 2:24, Matthew 19:4-5, 1 Cor.7:1-9, and Ephesians 5:21-33. 

The Christian marriage is a socially recognizable step. To enter marriage is more than an individual, private matter between a man and a woman. A great deal of significance is attached to the ceremony in which the couple, before friends and loved ones and in the presence of God, declares that they will be faithful to each other for life. Marriage is not a private arrangement between persons, but a step taken in a socially recognizable way. The marriage relationship is a covenantal partnership between a man and a woman who, give themselves to one another in committed love, and with God.

It is God’s intention, then, that a man and a woman freely choose to publicly make a lifelong commitment to live in a personal-sexual-spiritual companionship, sharing all of life with each other. 

 
Minister:
The Minister of this Church will conduct weddings in Calvary United Church, or in other suitable surroundings. If there is a request from the couple to be married with the participation of another Minister in the service, He/She can be invited to assist in the ceremony. On behalf of Calvary United Church, the Minister will represent the values of Christian marriage as being between male and female wherever the marriage takes place.
